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Get to know the Chaptarn. 1. ASIPAUL Castillo

Fr.Ashpaul Castillo was born on June |5, 1991, in Kawit.

Before entering the seminary, Fr. Ash earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Computer Science and worked professionally as a Software Engineer. His
. attraction to the priesthood began during his high school years through the
i inspiration of their former parish priest, Fr. Romeo Ner. For many years, he
prayerfully discerned the possibility of entering seminary formation before

finally deciding in" 2012 to pursue a vocation to the priesthood.

He entered Our Lady of the Pillar Seminary and studied Philosophy at
San Carlos Seminary in Makati City. After several years, he continued his
priestly formation at Tahanan ng Mabuting Pastol in Tagaytay City while
pursuing his theological studies at Divine Word Seminary. He completed
his theological studies in June 2022, earning a Master of Arts in Theology
major in Pastoral Ministry.

Fr.Ash received the Sacred Order of the Diaconate, thefirst degree
of Holy Orders, on October 24,2022, at Imus Cathedral. On
March 13, 2023, he was ordained to the Sacred Order
of Presbyters at St. Mary Magdalene Parish through
the laying on of hands and consecratory prayer of

Bishop Reynaldo G. Evangelista.

Prior to his appointment as University Chaplain

of De La Salle University—-Dasmarinas, he
served as Assisting Deacon and, after his
priestly ordination, as Parochial Vicar
of the Diocesan Shrine and Parish

of Our Lady of the Pillar — Imus
Cathedral from October 2022 to
May 2024. He was subsequently
appointed Spiritual Director of Our
Lady of the Pillar Seminary, the
diocesan college seminary of Imus,
where he accompanies and forms
young seminarians aspiring to the
priesthood.

On March 2, 2026, he was appointed
by the bishop as Chaplain of De La
Salle University—Dasmarinas following
the appointment of Fr. Ren as Parish
Priest of St. Paul Parish.

Alongside his responsibilities as
University Chaplain, Fr.Ash continues to

serve as Spiritual Director of Our Lady

of the Pillar Seminary. He also serves as
Priest Animator of the Diocese of Imus
Ministry on Liturgy, a position he has
held since February 2024.
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as confusing and painful. Yet eventually the

pty tomb became a source of hope rather

than despair. What seemed like absence became
e very sign of new life.

There are many moments in life when
mptiness unexpectedly carries meaning. Parents
eel satisfaction when a meal prepared with care
leaves an empty plate because it means their
children were nourished. An empty lunchbox
at the end of the day becomes a quiet sign of
provision and care. An empty seat on crowded
public transportation can bring relief and
gratitude. Easter teaches us that what is full is
not always good, and what is empty is not always
bad.

Sometimes what appears to be loss becomes
the beginning of transformation. Sometimes
absence opens the possibility for hope. The
empty tomb stands precisely as that paradox:
a place marlsea by death that ultimately reveals
victory-ever death.

~This is why Saint Paul could confidently ask:

challenges:’“O‘(/jeath where is your sting? O grave, where is

your wcto_/ry?”(ta Cor. 15:55) In the Resurrection
of Christ, death itself is confronted and overcome
not by force, but by love.

Uﬁzlmately, Easter is the story of a love
powerful enough to empty the tomb.

Its message is not simply that suffering and
death exist, but that they do not have the final
word.The Resurrection invites people to see life

_differently — to recognize that even moments of

emptiness, loss, and uncertainty may carry within

~ them the possibility of grace, renewal, and joy.

The joy of Easter, then, is not loud or
superficial. It is the quiet confidence that love
remains stronger than death, and that hope can

emerge even from what once seemed empty.




conBROsations:

Finding the Connection in our Lasallian DNA

CHRISTIAN PHILIP RENONO | MMA 34 | RDLS ASPIRANT

On April 28, 2026, the Br. Andrew Gonzalez
FSC Reception Hall became a place for
honest conversations, deep reflection, and real
fellowship. “conBROsations: A Lasallian Vocation
Encounter” brought together young Lasallians,
De La Salle Brothers, National Lasallian
Vocations Team (NLVT), Office of the University
Chaplain, and the Chief Lasallian Mission Office
(CLMO) to explore the theme Fratres in Unum:
Faith in Communion, Mission in Action in a
way everyone could relate to.With the hashtag
#OurlLasallianDNA: All is Connected, the
morning felt nothing like a typical seminar. It was
a comfortable discussion where students could
ask real questions, share their struggles, and see
how God connects our stories to something
bigger.

ZOOMING IN ON THE STRANDS OF DNA

The best thing about conBROsations was
how it reflected the same feelings of doubt,
hope, and fellowship among everyone there. In

the reflection forms collected during the event,
participants shared honestly about their own
Lasallian DNA:

|. Communion (Fratres in Unum):
Who are you called to journey with?

The responses showed that everyone wants
a real connection. For the creative people,
communion meant finding “like-minded people...
places where | am understood and no one can
understand me but fellow thinkers.” Others felt
called to journey with their families, mothers,
close friends, and blockmates. Many realized that
even if everyone’s paths are different, our united
values keep us together.

2. Mission: Who am | called to serve,
especially the poor and vulnerable?

The participants focused on reaching out to

those who are often overlooked or in need. One

shared a heartfelt desire to support “blockmates

who feel that they are unseen or unheard, being

with them so they know that their presence also
matters.” Others shared that seeing beggars and
children on the street makes them feel sad and
inspires a strong desire to help the vulnerable and
show them they can succeed. For some, serving
others is not a big project. It feels natural.As one
student said about their family always sending
goods to the poor: “It doesn’t come to me as
anything special. It just feels natural to do it, just
like breathing the air around us.” The compassion
reached beyond people. Some participants had a
strong calling to care for animals and pets as well.

3. Faith: How is God inviting me daily,
in real situations, not abstract plans?

Instead of talking about abstract ideas,
participants shared how they experience God
in their busy, everyday lives. Many felt that God
speaks to unplanned opportunities, so we ought
to choose kindness. Even if it’s patience to handle
overloaded responsibilities when they don’t
want to, helping an elderly to cross the street,
or to lend an umbrella in an unexpected rainfall,
faith is found in doing the right thing just because
it is right, no matter how you experience your
day. For some, God feels abstract and hard to
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see, making them unsure of where His guidance
is really leading them.Yet, there is a shared hint
of trust. They recognize that He is still inviting
them to focus on Him and stay obedient through
daily intuition, the places they are required to go,
and events like this encounter. Ultimately, most
agreed that faith is about actualizing dreams of
service through daily human interactions, using
everyday situations to practice love for God and
others.

Our Lasallian Mission Accompaniment

Through the conBROsations event, organized
by the Chief Lasallian Mission Office,showed that
answering a calling does not happen instantly
but it will grow and be fostered through small
moments, such as being patient during stressful
times, fulfilling life’s responsibilities, and being
open to learning.

Even though it is through the wisdom of
De La Salle Brothers, the encouragement of
mentors, or simply lending your umbrella to
someone caught in the rain, it all reconnects to
#OurlLasallianDNA. When we open our hearts
to others, we often discover that God is sending
them to journey alongside us as well.

)
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Sirides

COLLEGE JOURNEY

MARA U. SALIBAY, PHD

s shaped not only by academic perseverance,

estival through ONE PULSE.The DLSU-D
ents, faculty members, administrators, and part-
ame a symbol of solidarity and encouragement,

ni
Management students who participated in the Inter-
ge initiative of the Business Management Depart-

eing Night College scholars participate in an inter-

s often viewed as an opportunity reserved for those

n the realities many of these students once faced.
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sacrifice and the support of people who believed in
financed by her employer, who strongly believed in and

| once drifted unknowingly in life. Even sin j )
ONCCRNNIEEN . o VeI l be.gan 10 | at the opportunity became a rare break from a demand-
came to form a silent understanding of not knowing what | e

college, | found myself in a direction | would never have thot g

and clever our God could be for SoMCCI . underserving a arrying financial burdens, work responsibilities, and personal
Camp (NLVC) of 2026 was the last thing | would ever expect i ucation. Their journey from overcoming daily challenges to be-

never thc?ught | el b? chosen to represent My Ui _—_G ects not only personal determination, but also the transformative
an experience so beautiful.

| came very shy and awkward. Meeting new people already from the first bodied the spirit of accompaniment and compassion—one through
There were no large expectations for me to have distinguished and eve.rythr g s by side in solidarity during ONE PULSE, and the other through the figura-
getting to know everyone started to grow on me even before I'd notice.We ha g challenges and reaching opportunities once thought unattainable. These experiences

vallfable sessions, snac.k and meal breaks, activities I{ned with PUNPSSS and lesson. ge journey is more than earning a degree; it is a continuing story of transformation made
until then but | appreciated them to the end of our time there. Our nights before 10 that continues to walk together with its learners every step of the way.

outreach activity in Bacoor, Cavite with the Hope in Me Club. | had worked in the kitc
with one of the owners of the house, and watched at how happy the children are as the

There were moments in the retreat house that | could never forget. Like how | felt my F

and unexplainable lightness only from listening to the conviction of love of a long-time

when | realized just how special that place was for me. | remember our team-building ar

something tighter. | remember crying in mass and finding counsel with a dear sister and my a

describe my time in that retreat house in general, it would nowhere be near the words | cc

been dismantled and refurnished, what | was before was no longer who | was today.The bes

time there would be that once in a lifetime feeling of an utter understanding of serenity and adi
stand amongst a blanket of life where the breeze whistled across the sunlight.Your body is encased t
would lay its hand on your heart and you'd feel warm inside. Brimming with a thousand layers of grace

The NLVC was more than a program that taught you how beautiful De La Salle’s faith, zeal for service and

how it feels to hold and carry the future in tight purpose. It revealed the stars that held me and my comrac

sky. Where together we would Live our passion, Engage in our peripheries, Aspire for change, and Dare to

in a world that we were taught was connected and therefore should be cared with great purpose. The program n
understand what it means to be a Lasallian and how great it is to be capable of carrying out what the founder had c
long ago.Where even when I'm not the light, | can be the spark.
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HE 2026
outrneyv of Hope
AT BAHAY PAG-ASA

ROSARIO N. PAREJA
The Lenten season at Bahay Pag-asa is more than a series of scheduled events; it is a purposeful journey
designed to guide residents toward spiritual renewal and a deeper understanding of sacrifice. By integrating
modern liturgical practices with traditional observances, the 2026 program aims to foster a sense of
community, discipline, and “Pag-asa”, the enduring hope that defines the mission of the center.

At the Basic Education Division of De La Salle University-Dasmariﬁas, faith is more than a tradi- SR : . : o : :
The spiritual journey is anchored by two distinct moments of recollection, providing the residents with

tlon._lt e "‘”“5 force thaF shapes hear"ts, (S POS€, a'jld transforms stude.nts LR com- the silence necessary to hear the promptings of faith.The journey began on February 15 with a Recollection
passionate Lasallians committed to serving others. Embedded in the rhythm of daily campus life, Day facilitated by Sister Sonia, which served as a spiritual “reset” to prepare hearts for the forty days of Lent.
students begin each day with prayer and reflection, grounding themselves in gratitude and in the This was followed by a vital second session on March 23, led by Mrs. Bercy. Her reflection focused specifically
presence of God.Their spiritual journey is deepened through meaningful Holy Mass celebrations, on the profound mystery of Holy Week, inviting the residents to slow down and walk mindfully through the
confession services, Marian devotions, and sacred liturgical observances during Advent and Lent, narrative of sacrifice and love.

where moments of silence and worship become opportunities for renewal and deeper connec- By quieting the outside world, residents are encouraged to move beyond simply reciting prayers. This
tion with their faith. mindful approach hopefully will allow them to fully experience the journey from the weight of the cross to
the transformative joy of new life, recognizing that their own life stories are also moving toward a new life.
Through Christian Living Education at Junior High School and Christian Values for Senior High Following these initial reflections, the residents of Bahay Pagasa engaged in the Stations of the Cross once
School , students are challenged not only to understand Catholic teachings but to embody a week.The choice to use a modern Tagalog version, paired with contemporary liturgical images, bridges the
them—Iliving with integrity, kindness, and a profound sense of social responsibility. Transformative gap between ancient scripture and the modern-day struggles faced by the people today. As Sister Sonia and
experiences such as retreats and recollections provide sacred spaces for self-discovery, healing, Brother Egbertus mentor the different dormitories in leading these prayers, the residents transition from
and spiritual awakening, allowing students to encounter faith in deeply personal ways. Beyond passive observers to active spiritual leaders.

the classroom and chapel, faith finds its fullest expression through community outreach missions, Seeing the Passion of Christ through contemporary imagery invites residents to see their own hardships
donation drives, and volunteer programs for different communities, where students learn that not as isolated struggles, but as part of a larger, sacred narrative of endurance and eventual triumph.

true discipleship is found in service and solidarity. True penance is often expressed through the hands and the heart.This year, the residents practice fasting
and abstinence through simplified daily meals and meatless Fridays. The reduction of rice portions serves as
Guided by the Lasallian Mission Office and strengthened by a supportive Lasallian community, a physical reminder of the Lenten call to empty oneself to make room for grace.

students are empowered to live out the values of Faith, Zeal for Service, and Communion in The 2026 Lenten journey at Bahay Pag-asa reached its peak as the residents gathered to participate in
Mission—not simply as ideals, but as a lifelong calling. At Basic Education Division, faith is not just the' Easte.r Sunday Iit'urgy'via online mass.-This digital cor?nection to the widerj faith comrpunity transformed
taught; it is lived, shared, and carried forward, shaping young individuals who are prepared to lead their period of sacrifice into a shared, vibrant celebration of the Resurrection. Following the service, the

. . . ; . . residents took part in a joyful Easter egg hunt, an activity that served as a powerful metaphor for their own
with courage, compassion, and an unwavering commitment to make a difference in the world. : : . .
lives. Just as the egg represents the tomb that opens to reveal new life, the hunt reminded the residents that

their challenges are not endings, but the beginning of a new chapter. By discovering these hidden treasures,
the residents celebrated the reward of their discipline and the enduring promise of “Pag-asa”, the hope that
through faith and perseve@n’c‘ﬂi, a new life is always possible. , -




CgALL S CONNECTED

SEALTIEL P LAGC

As the academic year drew to a close, another stories
of growth, and discovery came together once more. These
were not only personal journeys, but also communal journey
that was shaped by other people they met along the way.
This affirms that life inside DLSU-D or any other school
is Never limited to studies and academic requirements.
Beyond these, each student, also carries a need to be heard,
to be seen and a sense belongingness. In the rhythm of
life as Lasallians, they can find this sense of belongingness
through community: in friendships, in shared responsibilities,
most importantly in the mission that connects them—the
Lasallian mission. It is here that a true journey unfolds: a
journey of being part of something greater than themselves.

This is where the Lasallian Youth Accompaniment
Group (LaYAG) finds its purpose: to provide a sense of
accompaniment through the formation programs it offers.
This group is composed of student volunteers who assist
the office, University Lasallian Family Office (ULFO) in
giving the formations to other students particularly during
recollections and retreat. Yet beyond these tasks, LaYAG
through its members and other formators—aims to journey
with these student volunteers in the shared mission that
they are part of.

As response to its call for communal experience, the
LaYAG through Mr.Domingo Alarcon Jr.and Mr. Rafael Ibarra
and with the support of other formators, organized a year-
end culmination activity for its members. Drawing inspiration
from Lasallian Reflection No. | |, which affirms that “from
the beginning, all is connected,” this year’s Pilgrims’ Camp
carried the theme “BUKLOD:AIl is Connected.”

The camp offered various activities that helped
participants realize that they are important, not isolated,
but interconnected, and that they are accompanied in the
mission entrusted to them by God, especially in their path
as young Lasallians.

0

Sessions were led by the resource speakers: Dr.Fernando
L. Cabalsa of ULFO, who spoke about LaYAG’s shared journey
and its connection to interconnectedness,and by Mr.Lorenzo
S. Centeno, who emphasized being mission oriented. These
talks deepened the members’ sense of responsibility and
readiness for service. The sessions aimed to inspire LaYAG
members to be compassionate, to live in solidarity, and to
form their conscience in response to the needs of society.
From the theme itself, the truth resounded: “No one can
excuse themselves from the cry of the poor; which cannot
be separated from the cry of the earth.”

Team-building activities further strengthened the spirit
of community among LaYAG members, highlighting the call
to unity and solidarity. These reminded participants that
they are never alone—that they are always accompanied in
their journey, ready to be heard and seen, and always living
in relationship with God, with one another, and with the
wider community. The camp thus became a celebration of
milestones, shared experiences, and contributions to the
LaYAG community, all in the light of the Lasallian call to unity
and co-responsibility.

Finally, the camp provided a formative and reflective
space where participants revisited their personal and
communal journeys throughout the academic year. They
recognized God’s presence behind every experience and
appreciated each moment as something deeply connected to
their relationships and shared mission.

At the end of the camp, LaYAG members were
commissioned and renewed their commitment before the
Brother Founder, St. John Baptist de La Salle, and before
God—to be responsible stewards ready to live out faith,
communion, and service in response to the needs of society.

More than an activity, the camp became a living symbol
of unity. It showed that LaYAG is not simply a group of
volunteers, but a community bound together by shared
experiences, responsibilities, and faith.As they move forward,
the members carry with them the assurance that their
journey is always interconnected—with God, with one
another, and with the wider Lasallian family. It affirms that in
faith, service, and communion, no one truly walks alone.
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